[image: image2.jpg]


                                              [image: image3.jpg]




NM Muskies Inc 2010 Minnow Project Interim Report
New Mexico Muskies, Inc (NMMI)-PO Box 65575 Albuquerque, NM 87193

Introduction
This interim report describes the progress on the New Muskies Muskies Inc (NMMI) minnow project funded by the Becker Foundation.  The Becker Foundation provided $5400 of funding to purchase fathead minnows to allow rearing of tiger muskie fingerlings in outdoor ponds in NM’s Rock Lake warmwater hatchery.  It is expected that minnow rearing of fingerlings will improve New Mexico’s tiger muskie population by reducing cannibalism and improving survival after stocking.  Thus far, the project is on track, with NM Department of Game and Fish (NMDGF) raising hybrid muskellunge on minnows in two outdoor ponds and on pellets also in indoor tanks.  Growth and survival have been good.
Completed Activities
On March 27 five NMMI members installed minnow spawning structures in two 1-acre ponds at New Mexico’s Rock Lake Hatchery.  These structures were made of cinder blocks and pallets and provide a spawning substrate for the fathead minnows.

NMMI Members Placing Minnow Spawning Structures at Rock Lake Hatchery.

On April 13 the first three pound shipment of minnows was received at Rock Lake Hatchery and stocked into the ponds to prepare the forage base for the tiger muskies.  Because an issue related to approval of Dunn’s Fish Farm to import fathead minnows into the state, fish are being purchased from “Mr Fish” of England, AR.  “Mr. Fish” was able to match the pricing and delivery estimate from Dunn’s Fish Farm, so this change does not impact any of the proposed costs or milestones of the project.
On April 17 NMMI Members and NMDGF placed twenty-five fish attractor structures to provide additional cover for the tiger muskie fingerlings when stocked in the fall.

In late April NMDGF hatched 25,000 tiger muskie fry and stocked them into the two ponds.  40,000 additional fish from Pennsylvania are being raised in eight indoor tanks on pellets.

On July 10, NMMI members took a trip to the hatchery to see the tiger muskies in the ponds and indoor tanks.  The first pond has thousands of healthy tiger muskies, ranging in length from 3” to 6” while the second pond has fewer, but larger fish up to 7” long in mid-July.  It appears that the fish are growing well, and should continue to grow well with continued stocking of forage.
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Tiger Muskie Fingerlings in Rearing Pond at Rock Lake Hatchery.

On July 13, the second shipment of minnows, totaling 300 pounds, was received at Rock Lake and placed into the ponds.
Future Activities

The second and final shipment of minnows is expected in mid-August 2010.

Stocking of the fingerling tiger muskies is expected in fall 2010.

Expenditures

$5400 received from the Becker Foundation on (some date); of that funding,

? was paid to Mr. Fish on (some date) for the first shipment of minnows

? was paid to Mr. Fish on (some date) for the second shipment of minnows

The remaining balance of $? will be used to pay for the final shipment of minnows.
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